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gmong Friends, or Enemics agg f 
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EE uppole, c | 
De 3 clear my ei rom all falſe G - 1 
nions imputed, do me, and rectify al woe ens 1 
Interprevations.; You know ul, well x UN png LINER 1 


their Paſſions, and with So, 855 


the Colours of Things, as it were, with thele 
ſbuts and — — alſo to ag e an Eides 


do nòt eſteem w meaſure. 6 TO -by the be 
of Reaſon," and Ahe ing hurs = 
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Tuo ſay you have heard from I know not W1 62 
Whiſperers, or evil Interpreters, that che as ©. 
bove- mentioned Tract of the Origin of Things, 

_ patronizes or. fayours the Eternity of the World ; 

and alſo appoſes the Creationgof Things out of no- 

thing: Now both Parts of this e are falſe, 

. , either is there any great Occaſion to make you 
- "ſenſible of in: Attenq a little if mags to the 
Author's Opinion in the ſecond Book, (page 312.) K 
There can bę. no daubt, as to the Creation of 

Things out of Nothing: Neither could it be from 
Eternity; for. we can have no Idea of an eternal 
Creature. No r finite Perſectiou, much leſs 
Matter (which is the loweſt and moſt abject of all) 

_ carries in it ſelf, or the Notion of it neceſſar Rx 
iſtence; therefore its Exiſtence muſt be contingent 
and it muſt derive it otherwiſe than from its ., 
And as to Matter, (concerning which the Diſcourſe” 
Principe turns) ſince the firſt Matter, could noe 

be derived from any Thing -pre-exaſtent; 5 , 
could it exiſt by its owa Power; it "neceflarily 

follows, that it was created or produced ont of N 


r 
deemed impoſſible; for the Production of a poſlible © 


though not a neceſſary Thing, and can be produrtd 
no other Way. (Farther, as to the other Part co 
certiigg the Etergity of Things; they, WhO fe 
that mutahle and Wield ceſſive jm, oh Eternal not 
ey do it precariouſſy, hut alſo fall into many A 
fordiries and Contradidions, out of vHich it is im- 
poſlible for the acuteſt Hyman Wit to extricate-it 
85 — 3 —— 5 _ Tr = —ͤ— — 
r ee refers to the Quarts Edition of his bee, 


thropglapt : _ 50 Letters. | lf. 4; 


cho is not impoſſible; but Matter is apoſlible; © 
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| other Things: 


Heavens exiftzd heſore this u 
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0 F to the Mint of the Sis 


and 4s. 80 Explaining the: Opigians of the Aurients 


in the fixſt Baok, be Mas 
of |HiQory'5 7 and faith 


ed to follow the Truth 
to tecount their 


Opiaionseorcernin the Riſc:of - Things, Whether 


or otherwiſe.) Aud laitly; sto 


Were | 
the Time of the Creation, as the Ancients haue lt 
plored, neither haved pre- 


it untouchetl; and nnen 
ſumed to 6x.ig-withio cerfain-Baunds.:: But when, 
10 the ame P 


the dwing;Qreation + But I leave that with 


deſty in his „ ſince it is for evident that ma- 


ny -Gree& a „ Fathers were of nion, that 
Gy EO: 
— — World, and 


the univerſal Oulers of A 


that through iunumerahle A 
uſe the Wards of St. Frame 
confirmed not only by human Rekſon; bu 
ments draun ſrom the ſacred Sctiptuxes 


Eternities; to 


far were they fram imagining 

the leaſt Spot af ene with any 
erous Conſequences. 
ow this being laid dean ad Bre ed, that the 
Ao as well as the Heavens 
World; unleſs yon will rainly imagine a pro 
Chaſm, 'of as much Room as this ſublunary or 
tary Orb now ;takes up, that intermediate Space 


muſt be filled with ſome Matter; not can I chiakK it 
deere Nur firſt Wark of God, co be _ 


n r Shell or Bark 
WR 


* f 


e i in 


1 that we could have 4 
no ee ter ture; it is imme | 
 diately added; I durſt never preſcribe che Li 


mits of fix chonſand Years, n tod 


among the Secrets af God. bo bigs 2 0 
Neither an aa a think) charge me wichimmd- 


And this 3 F 


it carried the Autbotity-of: SN Doctrine 2: 80 | 
that this Opinion ud 


Hig! 1041 Zn 


auen err our * 


F = Ann 


. fp 3 of the Moſes e | 
5 -withour juice. Laſtly, which is the Sum ofthe 
bs pute, rr concerning the other 
KRegions of the Univerſe, 1 have . affir med, 
$ ſtin do * maintain, that the Origin of 
a oh habitable World and Mankind is "Temporal, 
and of very freſh datey but enough of zwang 
already. BY 


\ mY 22277 


2 a becoming Reverence; and thereby have even in 


| cauſe! have not treated ſo great a Manas Moſes, with 


ſome Meaſure,” detrated” from the Authority of 
Sacred Writ. As for what concerns Moſes, Thave 
___ Hitherto, and 1 ſhall, look upon him as e 
_ _\greareſt' Prophet, divinely guided” and: Inſpired, - 
-. Fuarded by Miracles; and carried/aboye'the Mes 
"fires of human Nature. And 1 bellever that his 
Hliiſtory of the Creation in Six 8 well as Ris 
other Writings, was the Directiun 
and Influence of the Holy Ster Nor is this icon | 
fiſtent with my Belief, (agreeable ad ito hut I 
my others have thought) that this Actount%of che 
2. ry is written in an Allegotical Manger, ot 
by way of Parable: For we jaſtiy rank the Pata. 
es f Chriſt and the Prophets, 'noleſs/ than thoſe 
Parts of Scripture wiitten literally amongit s 
WG. boa fr Otacles; neither is the Nature uf — Style 
17 ent hy it ſnould not be derived from 
a aig So Fountain. The” Hoy Spirit makes uſe 
of both theſe methods of Teaching and we em. 
bras them with equal Veneration : 
This is what ſuppoſe: all will agree tu! Bit 
os, herein is the Difficulty; To find . — Marks an 
Characters, by which we map fm a judgement, 
and diſcern between a Litera}-dnd'an als ee 
Style. Now firſt of all we follow chis commen 


Rule of — N from the 


_ Lent 


. 


g 
5 e b FOLETL! 18 
„Letter den compelled by the 1 
Thing. Now there is nothing more diffcult chan , 
to ſhew this Neceſſity, without giving Offence ; Ss 
For if you offer to fix any Abſurdity on the l 
teral Interpretation of 4 Text, fome will cry one 
that you deſpiſe the ſacred Scriptures, and ſd ex- 
oy” you to the Deriſon of ' evikminded Perſons. 
heſe "Difficulties 'we ſtick,” and which wa $: 
go I know not: Une any Thing abe 
incopgraou s follows we mult” by no 5 wed "0 
part the . m which all vary eg 
there is vecaſion, y aſſert that they 2 ter | WE 
ſo to da) and Jer chen Ire difpleaſe# whith cheſe- 1 
Abſurdities ate geed © Soch Straits s theſe; 
I, we ate allen into. la the mean Tie; | 
2 . 3 Part, if ings _— been” re | 
ſenting eſe locongru i e expt —.— CE 
ſelf, Ache ur d Aude ſharp i riſa 10 SOS. 
to offend the Wiſe and Pious, I am” willin | 
all ſvch Paſſages ſhould de 16oked upon as . 
and J can, without any pain, ſuffer the = 
between Eye and the Serpent, which 1-hea 
been diſpleaſing to ſome, . en Thing e 6 
= 15 Nature, to be cut off from the Work. . . "I 
Laſtly, Ax to be 0 Scripture in genera _ 
_ whether Literal or 1 we profeſs and be- | . 
lieve, that it was given us from Heaven as a 
Rule of Faith, the Gyuide-of our Life, aid . 
Means of our Salvation; and yield" ic n Hr 
nour, Reverence and Veneration. Nor are we 


here diſputing g the Authority oftheholy  —_ + 
eee — a 


but concerning the Method of I + EY 
— os: Direrſiey-of _ Sehe 5 
Nin oY 8 | 


37043 eee, oo Js up 27104 ud gain 


8 3 II thought 
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_ of Re dune of the Moſeie-Syſlem "> 
| 7 "Þ e Notice of, the 
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ngs, that I might more clear mani 
2 udges the AG and Reaſons. of our 
ca ej Lam i 2791 Wes will not 
Ws t Liberty which is granted to us 
io Laws. of God and Man, tbat ſo without oY, 


laue Fa. the Chriſtian Faith, or the Determb- 

= r Church, we may bearken 
1 K get and our on Conſcienges; peaceably 
WF nay, ' modeſtly, and. ſubmiſlively, - as 


paying a due Re to the Judgement 
Supercars Laſtly, . we, pout out our 12 Tins to 
od, that in bis own. Light, and 
RAN youchſafe-to lead us into 4 Truth. | 
of only remains that I obſerve, that our Tra: 
tiſe was for the Uſe of the Learned, and thoſe 
1 1 skilled in Myſteries, aud was not url. * 


vulgar Tongne; nor do we 
5 0 17 ly diſper ſe ſuch 2 yſteries 


de the s to; > be read and 15d do 
Fubl as | 4 28 P I 2 \ 1 
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2; BOUT. 2 Monch 480. moſt worth Sie , 3 

chearfully received your” ſecond Letter, as 

| | a Pledge of your Benevolence and Friendſhip: d 

| which you are pleaſed to acquaint) me wi eme 
Objections of our Etiends (as before: you did o 

| ar Enemies) againſt our] Archeology... Now it 

| pleaſant ro compare tugetber the —— Sen 

|  riments of Friends, and candidly to dipute % 
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cerning doubetul To without Heats or we a 
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Tt Light ariſes from ma gentle Motion and Eu- 
—— yours 3 but Fire breaks dut fromm s rade 


The Wrath of Man worns not the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God, neither does it bring ſoreh the 
Truth; for in the violent Motions of the Soul, 
the Actings both of the Underſtanding and W 
are diſturbec:: Wiſdom dwells in ſerene and 3 
undiſturb& Regions, and à clear and gentle C- 
futation is the beſt Remedy againſt. Errour: A4 
I was always of Opinion, that no Man is angry + - 
while he is defending the Truth if he be cem. 4 
leatly Maſter of it, and views it in a clear Eight: 
For evident and unqueſtionable Reaſdn is ſathet= 
ent for it ef,” and therefore reſty chere? an 
inſtead of Waxing angry, it pixies thoſe who wün- 
der from the Truth; unleſs they: do ſo out off 
a malevolent Diſpoſition. But When we feel tue 
Keennefs of our Adverſary's, Arguments, and be- 
gin to find dur Cauſe in Danger, then we grow 
chafed and angty. This being premiſed in Fraſſe of 
your 8 we now 45 en * the ObjeQions. * 
In the firſt place you ſay," that it appears that” 
the World was created by 2 and that" in 
the Space of Six Days, as Moſes has informed us 
in his Hiſtory ;/ and that it is farther confirmed 
in the Decalogue, where Moſes gives this as a Real- ' 
fon of the fourth' Commandment” for pbferving 
the Sabbath, that God made the World in Six 
Days, and conſecrated the Seventh for Ref. 
Now thete is no Force (fay you) in this „ 
ment if the World was Created at one 
ſtant of Time, or if there way ' more Time 
taken in raiſing it e N | 
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8  oA Ro«Swrvey of the MaſaigSyſiem _ 
be taken myſtically er parabolically, but under: 
ſood according to the Letter 


I I anſwer, that the Argument delivered by A 
for the -Obſcryation,,of the Sabbath.,,will . retain 2 ſer 
Its Strength, and hold good upon either Hypo» * ag 
_ * theſis, Whether we taze the Hiſtory of the F ne 
Days creation literally or myſtically if we atk Fl 
here to the Letter, the Reaſon appeats plain g mz 
as (as we do) you underſtand it myſticaly and th 
arabolically; then the Sabbath is a Type of that 8a 
Sabbatiſm in the Renovation of the future World, 2 
and che preceding Sir Days art ſo many The. WW 
ſand Years as the World is to continue. Cong. x 
cerning which: (if you pleaſe) you may read what - 
.we;: bave dilgourſed; according to the Ancient, Ci 
as well Jews as Chriſtians, in the Theory of the fo 
Earth. (Rook, III. 6:11 5, and Bont IV +. g. 8.) And fo 
Whilſt we are thinking on this bleſſed Sabbatiſin, MN 
how r<ligiouſly and joy fully ought. we to regard | 
and celebrate the preſent Sabbath which is an 00 
Emblem of the future one. 1 th 
* Beſides, if yon inſiſt upon it that we. are on- Pe 
y here to look for a, literal Reaſpn of the th 
bath, What will you ey, moſt incomparable Friend, Ca 
af..it-ſhould. appear that there was no Sabbath pl 

ſtituted, none obſerved: before the Time of Moſes, 


that this Precept was never given either to thi 
Deſcendants from Nah, or Antediluvians, but 
to the Jews, only, and that after they, came,out 
of Egypt: Nom this is certainly affrmed bi Ne. 
ral eminent Chriſtian, Poctors and Expoßtots of 
Holy Scripture. Juſlin in his Debate with Tryphoy 
Makes tl Inſtitution of the Sabbath, no Jeſs than 
Circumciſion, to belong only to the Jewiſh, Bev 
He: And When he had reckoned up Adam, 2 


— 


A 


God being uncircumciſed; he alſo adds, 
theſe were acceptable to God.. withont their ob- 
ſerving the Sabbath: And a. little after ſpeaking - 


een hats ut boo 


SET ˙ RTE Rao TIT NT 


) 
N 


. 


bel, Enoch; Lot, Noah and Melebiſedeck who pleaſed 
* 


na of the: C EATION + 9 


again of Enoch, and ſome others, he Jays; "They 
neither had. chat Circumciſion Which is in 19 
Fleſh, nor obſerved the Sabbath, nor followe 
many other Precepts of A 750 


N 
Irenæus in like manner (Book IV. . 30.) aſſerts that 


the Patriarchs pleaſed God withopt Circumeiſign, the 
Sabbath, or other moſaical Rites. :** Abraham hims 
« ſelf believed God without Circumciſion, and t 


© Obſeryation of the Sabbath, and it was imputed 


6e to him for Righteouſteſ,., and he was called the 
© Friend of God. Aud ſo likewiſe was Lot without 
Circumciſion. Alſo all pious Men who: lived be- 
fore Abraham, and the Patriarchs who, were. be- 
fore Moſes, were juſtified . without. the Lay of 
Moſes, or any of the above - mentioned Inſtitutions. 

Tertullian treads: in the ſame Steps, in the ſe- 
cond and fourth Chapters of his Diſcourſe againſt 


the Jewsz and when he had enumerated the ſame 


Patriarchs, he adds, all theſe did not obſerye 
the Sabbath: I do not ſet down his Words be- 


cauſe the Quotation would be too long; but if you 


pleaſe you may conſult them at your Leiſüre. 
You ſee how . theſe. Three eminent Ornaments 


of the Primitive Church, who lived within two - 


hundred Years after the Nativity of our Saviour, 
agree in the ſame Opinion, as. to the Moſaical 
Riſe of the Sabbath, Which was unknown, or 


unobſerved. by the former Patriarchs, both of the 


Antediluvian and preſent World. But me will 


reply, and endeavour. to. weaken the ; Force; ff. 
theſe Teſtimonies by ſaying, the above- mentioned 
Fathers do not here ſpeak concerning the Sabbath = 
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ha hy Hip TEIN iſh Sabba 
ny, and that Strictneſs eg 
| Auer After wards guarded and eſtabliſhed it, 
the” Obferyatiort of the Jewiſh Nepublick. | 
Such a"Sabbath as this (ay they)" the Letight 
were ignorant of, or did not obſerve; nor is I 
| aan Wonder, fince then it was not given. But”: 
_- this Anſwer is deficient in ma Reſpects. For, 
Firſt, there 1s no Reſtriction in, the 'Words of + 
the Fathers Juſt now mentioned, ot Diſtin&ion 
of 4 Jewiſh and Ante- Jewiſh Sabbath, or a Ng. 
Aical and Primitive one. But theſe Chriſtian 
Writers affifm in general, that the Pecberr be 
MWhſes did not obſerve the Sabbath; and beſides, 
they join the Sabbath with Circumciſon aud . 
ther Moſaical Ceremonies, and like as theſe Pas 
triarchs were not circumciſed, fo neither, ſay” 
theſt Fathers, did they obſerve the Sabbath; this 
Alfer tion of theirs is. univerſal a> 
-*Moregver, we may diſtinguiſh'between the Sub⸗ 
ſtance (as 1 may ſay) and the Circumſtances of 
the Sabbath. The Sabbath principally includes 
two Things, à Reſting from al ſervile Work, 
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| 
| 
1 and the ſolemn Worſhip of God; now when the 

| aàbove- mentioned Authors aſſert, that the Patriarchs - 4 
| before Moſes did not obſerve the Sabbath, oy: Sir 
| muſt neceſſarily,” unleſs they amuſe us with Words, du 
| take in both theſe Notions; and deny that the 1 Sab 


Patriarchs celebrated the Seventh Day by reſting 
from their Labours, and 1 divine Ser, 
vice in a fingular and ſolemn nn If "you © 
will grant that Faſtin, Treneus and 7. 
is in their Thoughts, we ſhall very NT 
nd be hindered no longer with a "ine ph. 
conßderable Diſtinctions. RPE N | 
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Sabbath is to be underffood Fguratively, ts a Type, m his, 
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von may bring another Ar 
ute Teſtimonies, by eiting, not to 
ſay Nw contrary Witneſſes ;* as; for — 


— M Bpiphanins; -and others.” I 
anſwer; You will 1 believe find no Father, of the 
ſame or earlier Age with thoſe Three before met 
aSrm- the Ancient, People 
Patriarchs obſerved the Sabbath. Perhaps { 
= their Commentaries or Sermons on the 1 

"oat have” followed the "literal Hypothe- | 

in other Places where they are. trea 

5 . me Subject, ibe ſame Perſons affirm, that 
the Precept concerning the Sabbath was not . 


ven to Mankind, nor delivered” from the 
ning of ny bit was propet only. to. TER 


132 nom 955 which\we ſhall. treat here 

on will e e feady to ſay, If they differ, 
= are — inconſiſtent with Getnieips, th 
can be proper Witneſſes on neither Sie. Be 3 


ſo; but we ſtall preſently, ſee what. to think. in 


this Matter. In the mean Time if you deſire more 
Witneſtes on out Side, 9 (#) e 09 e, 


te 30 LE «? 4 q "Re 2 * 
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